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STOv/I'lARKET  URBAN  BI3TRICT  GOUNCILo 


Council  Offices, 
Ipswich  Road, 
STOv'/MARKUT. 

July,  1955. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
STO'/MARKET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 


Gentlemen, 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1954.  During  the  first 

quarter  my  predecessor,  Dr.  M,  A.  Dawson,  was  in  office, 
and  I  was  appointed  from  1st  April. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  population  has  increased  by  just  over  The 

Standardised  Birth  Rate  has  continued  to  fall,  and  at  13*82 
is  somewhat  lower  than  the  Rate  for  England  and  '/ales  (15*2). 

There  has  been  an  increase  from  last  year  of  five  in 
the  number  of  Still  Births  recorded,  resulting  in  a  total  of 
seven.  The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of 
one  year  has  increased  by  one,  giving  a  total  of  five.  Pour 
of  these  infants  were  under  the  age  of  four  weeks  v/hen  they 
died,  and  were  therefore  classified  as  neonatal  deaths. 

The  Standardised  Death  Rate  (for  all  ages)  has  shown 
a  further  decline  (7*7)  and  it  is  considerably  lower  than 
that  for  England  and  Wales  (ll»3) 

V/ith  regard  to  causes  of  death,  it  will  be  noted  that 
there  were  no  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  in  1954-  There 
were  also  no  deaths  from  V/hooping  Cough,  Measles,  Pregnf.ncy, 
or  Childbirth. 

Three  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred.  Two  of  these 
were  non-paralytic,  and  one  was  paralytic.  Immediate 
measures  were  taken  by  the  Staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  to  limit  the  spread  of  infection.  Special 
investigations  into  all  these  cases  were  also  carried  out 
in  collaboration  with  the  Medical  Research  Council.  In 
addition,  sewer  swabs  were  collected  quarterly  from 
different  parts  of  the  town  for  despatch  and  examination 
by  the  Virus  Reference  Laboratory  of  the  Medical  Research 
Council. 

There  was  an  outbreak  of  Whooping  Cough  in  the  third 
and  fourth  quarters  of  the  year,  and  92  cases  were  notified. 

No  other  notifiable  infectious  disease  reached 
epidemic  proportions. 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  v/as  notified  during  the  year. 

This  is  a  proof  of  the  efficiency  of  immunisation  in 
preventing  this  disease,  but  in  order  to  keep  Diphtheria  at 
bay  it  is  essential  for  all  children  to  be  immunised, if 
possible,  before  they  reach  the  age  of  one  year.  If  parents 
neglect  to  give  their  children  this  simple  and  harmless 
means  of  protection  Diphtheria  will  return  to  kill  and  maim 
the  young. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30142477 


During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Department  has 
co-operated  with  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  in 
investigations  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  water  supply 
in  the  town. 

'./ith  the  re-opening  of  private  slaughterhouses  there 
has  been  a  very  considerable  increase  in  the  volume  of 
work  dealt  with,  and  my  thanks  are  due  to  Mr,  Eisher  for 
both  the  very  efficient  way  in  which  he  has  conducted 
the  work  of  the  Depeirtment  and  also  for  his  help  at  all 
times . 


GENEHiiL  STATISTICS. 


Area.  ...  ,..  ... 

Population  (Estimated  mid-year 
Home  Population,  Picgistrar 
General’s  figure) .  ... 

Inhabited  Houses.  ...  ... 

Rateable  Value.  ...  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate. 


. . .  1696  acres . 


...  7530. 

. . .  2431. 

. ..  £50,577. 

. ..  £202. 


BIRTHS .  (Registrar  General’s  figures) . 


DIVE  BIRTHS. 

Total. 

Legitim.ate,  ... 

Illegimate, 

BIRTH  RATE  - 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
Per  1,000  home  population 
Comparability  factor. 
Standardised  Birth  Rate. 


STIDL  BIRTHS. 

Total, 
legitimate . 
Illegitimate . 


M. 

P, 

Total. 

...  47 . 

55. 

102. 

47. 

51. 

98. 

•  •  •  ♦ 

4. 

4. 

home  popula 

tion. 

=  13-55 

England  & 

V/ales 

15-2 

=  1.02 
=  13-82 


Ll. 

Total. 

•  •  • 

2. 

5. 

7. 

•  •  • 

2. 

5. 

f"? 

1 . 

e  «  • 

• 

• 

RATE  :- 

per  1,000  total  live  and  still  birthe .  =  64*2 

do.  -  England  &  \/ales.  =  24 »0 


IDPANTIDE  MORTADITY.  (Under  one  year). 


Total. 

Legit imate . 
Illegitimate. 


M.  P.  Total. 

1.  4.  5. 

1.  3.  4. 

1.  1. 


DEATHS  OP  INPAITTS  UNDER  POUR  WEEKS  OP  AGE 


Total. 
Legitimate . 
Illegitimate 


M, 

P. 

Total . 

•  • 

T7 

4. 

•  • 

1. 

2. 

3. 

•  • 

“  • 

1. 

1. 

INPANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE 


per  1,000  live  births. 

do.  -England  and  V/ales. 

2. 
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DEATHS  .  ( Registra.p  General's  figure  s  ) . 


M.  P.  Total. 

ALL  CAUSES.  .  28.  34.  62. 

DEATH  HATE 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  hone  population.  =  8»23 

per  1,000  homo  population  -  England  &  Hales.  =  11*3 
Comparability  factor,  0.94 


Standardised  Death  Rate, 
CAUSES  OP  DEATH. 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory. 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  otom.ach. 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung, 

bronchus , 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms , 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia. 
Diabetes . 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system. 

Coronary  disease , angina. 
Hypertension  v;ith  heart 

disease . 

Other  heaifc  disease. 

Other  circulatory  disease. 
Influenza, 

Pneumonia. 

Bronchitis . 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastro-enteritis  and  diarrhoe 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis, 
Congenital  malf orm.ations . 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases . 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents. 
Suicide . 


Totals 


=  7.7 


M. 

P, 

Total 

1954. 

Tot  a,l 
1953. 
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1. 
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- . 

2. 
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2. 

7. 

— , 

—  « 
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1. 

- . 

—  Q 

— . 

—  . 

0 

c 
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1. 
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34. 

62 . 

69. 
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COMPARATIVE  TABLE  FOR  THE  LAST  THREE  TSARS, 


1952. 

1953. 

1954. 

England 
&  V/ales 
1954. 

Inhabited  Houses. 

2378, 

2394. 

2431. 

"*  • 

Population  (Registrar 

General's  figures). 

7413. 

7433. 

7530. 

Live  Births. 

108. 

103. 

102. 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 
per  1,000  population. 

15:59_._^ 

1±83.._ 

13-82 

15-2 

Deaths  of  Infants 
under  one  year. 

1- 

4. 

5. 

• 

Infantile  Mortality  rate 
per  1,000  live  births. 

9-  26 

38-3 

49.  01 

24.0 

Standardised  Death  Rate 
per  1,000  population. 

9-9 

8.6 

7-7 

11.3 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES .  ( Excludin.a;  TuLerculosis )  -  Compiled  from 

notif icat ions  received. 


1 

i 

Ages. 

Admit¬ 
ted  to 
Hosp¬ 
ital. 

- - - 1 

Diseases . 

-1 

1/ 

2 

3/ 

4 

5/ 

0 

y 

10/ 

14 

15/ 

24 

25 

.1 

Total . 

Deaths , 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

2. 

1, 

^  • 

1. 

• 

\/hooping 

Cough. 

n. 

1  I 

1  .  1 

1  coi 

1  HI 

“  • 

““  • 

1 

.r.J 

• 

• 

Poliomyelitis ; 
Paralytic. 
Non-Paralyt  ic 

— . 

- . 

1 

1. 

e 

» 

^  0 

.iL. 

-• 

““  0 

l._ 

: 

1 

_ZI._ 

1. 

2 

h---- 

1. 

o 

C-  • 

• 

Measles . 

1. 

1. 

—  • 

—  f 

—  • 

5- 

• 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia. 

“  0 

• 

•”  t 

“  • 

1. 

1. 

1. 

• 

Acute 

Pneumonia. 

• 

1. 

*”  • 

• 

Dysentery. 

”  • 

0 

• 

1.  ' 

1. 

• 

• 

Mening¬ 

ococcal 

Infection. 

• 

o 

1. 

_ 

• 

1. 

1. 

Meningitis , 
Pneumococcal. 

1 

1 

“  0 

L...  j 

1. 

1. 

1. 

Totals 

• 

0 

109. 

6. 

• 

4 


DIPI-ITI-IERIA  IM^TUNISATION, 


NumlDer  of  Primary  injections,  1954-.  -  126. 

"Booster"  injections,  1954.  -  26. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

M.  F, 

(i)  Now  Cases  notified. 
Transferred  from 

3. 

1. 

1. 

4. 

other  Districts, 

2, 

1, 

(ii)  Ages  of  new  cases  s- 

Pulmonary.  ( Lungs ) . 

5  Males,  -  58,  58,  end  63  years. 

Transferred  cases  -  35  and  38  years. 

2  Females.  -  23  years. 

Transferred  case  -  2i"  years. 

N  0  n- Pulmonary . 

1  Male.  -  13  years. 

4  Females.  -  Sf?  4,  10  and  12  years. 

(iii)  Cases  "crossed  off  the  Register  as  recovered" 
during  the  year 

2  Non-Pulmonary  -  Females,  3  and  9  years. 

(iv)  Cases  "crossed  off  the  Register  hy  removal  to 

other  Districts  or  hy  death"  during  the  year  s- 

To  other  Districts  1  Pulmonory,  -  Female,  2^-  3^ears. 

1  Kon-Pulmonary ,  Hale, 13  years. 


Cases 

on  the 

Register  at 

the  end  of 

the 

year  s - 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

o 

I — 1 

9. 

26. 

5. 

12. 

17. 

During  a  survey  in  June  hy  the  Mass  Radiography 
unit,  3749  -  (2334  Males  and  1415  Females)  -  were 
x-rayed  and  16  cases  were  referred  for 
investigation. 


SECTION  47  OF  THE  NATIONAL  ASSI3TANCE  ACT,  1948. 

No  formal  action  was  taken  under  this  Section,  hut 
a  number  of  elderly  people  living  under  unsatisfactory 
conditions  were  kept  under  observation  hy  frequent  visits. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  for  the  area  has  been  satisfactory 
in  quality  and  quantity. 
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FOOD. 


Information  under  this  heading  is  given  in  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector's  report. 


HOUSINC  CONSOLIDATED  REGULATIONS.  1923  -  -t  RTICLf  31. 


1.  Number  of  houses  v/hich  on  inspection  were 
considered  to  bo  unfit  for  human  habitation.  -  NIL. 

2.  Number  of  houses  the  defects  in  v/hich  v/ere 
remedied  in  consequence  of  informal  action 

by  the  local  authority  or  their  Officers.  -  30. 

3.  Number  of  representations  made  to  the  local 
authority  v/ith  a  view  to  (a)  the  serving  of 
notices  requiring  the  execution  of  works  or 

(b)  the  making  of  demolition  or  closing  orders.-  NIL. 


4.  Number  of  notices  served  requiring  the 

execution  of  v/orks.  -  30. 

5.  Number  of  houses  which  v/ere  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices.  -  NIL, 

6.  Number  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  made.  -  NIL. 

7.  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  v/hich  an 
undertaking  was  accepted  under  subsection 

(2)  of  Section  19  of  the  Housing  Act, 1930.*  -  NIL. 

8.  Number  of  houses  demolished,  -  NIL, 

*  Now  Section  11  (3),  Housing  Act,  1936. 


SEV/ERAGE, 


Stage  2  of  the  new  sewerage  scheme  after  revision 
due  to  experiments  made,  has  been  submitted  to  the 
East  Suffolk  County  Council  and  to  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government. 

Since  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  the  9”  sev/er 
in  One  house  Road  has  been  commenced  -and  in  agreement  with 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board  it  will  be  extended  to 
Stow  Lodge  Hospital  in  6”  diameter  pipes. 

Tenders  have  also  been  invited  for  laying  the 
sewer  in  Greeting  Road  to  Stowupland. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937- 

Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  Form  572. 
is  attached. 


I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ICATH1;LEN  M,  HARDING, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STOWKAREET  URBAN  DISr^CT  COUNCIL, 


Council  Offices, 
Ipswich  Rond, 
STO'  /HARI'-UCT . 

July,  1955. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Memhers  of  the 
STOV/MARNET  URBAN  UI3TRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

I  Leg  to  submit  my  ninth  Annual  Report,  this  being 
for  the  year  1954,  and  in  doing  so  I  acknowledge  v/ith 
thanks  the  friendly  co-oporsition  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  (Dr.  K.M. Harding)  and  of  all  the  other 
officers  and  staff,  and  the  continued  support  of  the 
Council. 

The  two  outstanding  events  of  the  year  affecting 
the  work  of  the  Department  v;ero  the  reversion  from  public 
to  private  slaughtering,  and.  the  coming  into  force  of 
the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954  -  the  one 
regarded  as  a  distinctly  retrograde  step,  and  the  other 
welcomed  for  its  provisions  for  securing  better  housing 
conditions  and  the  elimination  of  unfit  houses,  and 
both  promising  a  very  greatly  increased  amount  of  v/ork 
and  responsibility. 

It  became  quite  obvious  that  the  v7ork  of  the 
Department  could  no  longer  be  carried  on  single-handed. 

Two  private  slaughterhouses  came  into  use  on  1st  July, end 
a  third  in  Decem.bor  -  two  of  them  slaughtering  for  the 
wholesale  market  -  and  to  ensure  adequate  inspection  of 
carcases  much  of  the  ordinary  and  routine  work  had  to  be 
neglected,  and  it  was  impossible  to  proceed  with  any 
housing  work.  Accordingly,  an  Additional  Canitary 
Inspector  was  appointed,  but  he  was  una.ble  to  take  up  duty 
until  1st  Bebruary,  1955 « 

The  follov/ing  sets  out  briefly  the  various  v/ork 
carried  out,  excepting  that  under  the  heading  ’'Housing", 
which  is  statistical  a.nd  not  actual  \7ork  of  the  Department. 

HOUSING. 

During  the  year  no  Council  houses  v/ere  completed,  but 
forty-six  were  under  construction  at  the  close. 

Thirty-seven  houses  were  completed  by  private 
enterprise  and  four  were  under  construction  at  the  close 
of  the  year. 

One  derelict  cottage  -  No.  61,  Ipswich  Street, 
was  demolished  voluntarily  by  its  owner. 


MOVE  ABIuU  D'  /E  L LI  NGS . 


Dour  licences  to  station  and  use  moveable  dwellings 
and  three  renewals  were  granted.  All  were  occupied  at 
the  close  of  the  year. 

One  application  was  refused. 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1949  -  IMPROVEKENT  GRANTS, 


The  application  referred  to  in  my  last  report 
was  finally  approved,  and  the  v/ork  carried  out. 

Two  applicR-tions  had  to  be  refused. 

Twelve  eiiquiries  were  made  and  advice  given,  but 
applications  were  not  proceeded  with. 

OVERCROWDING. 

No  cases  of  overcrowding  came  to  light. 


AGED  PERSONS  LIVING  IN  UNSATISDACTORY  CONDITIONS. 


•  Three  elderly  ladies  living  alone  under  somewhat 
unsatisfactory  conditions  were  visited  from  time  to  time, 
and  one  eventually  consented  to  removal  to  Hospitpl. 


POOD, 


Pood  and  Pood  Hygiene  have  again  been  given  first 
priority,  and  an  ever-increasing  amount  of  time  devoted 
to  this  most  important  section  of  the  work.  Pood  premises 
have  generally  been  well-kept,  and  no  formal  action  has 
been  necessary.  Verba.1  notices  have  been  given  where 
necessary,  and  have  been  readily  complied  with. 

The  "Pood"  work  is  summarised  as  follov/s  i- 
(a)  Meat  (Home  Killed). 

Central  slaughtering  terminated  on  30th  June,  and 
until  that  date  100%  inspection  of  all  carcases  and  offals 
passing  through  the  Government  Central  Slaughterhouse 
was  maintained.  Since  that  date  it  v/as  only  found 
i^ossible  to  inspect  89%» 

Details  of  carcases  killed,  inspected,  and  of 
condemnations  are  as  follovjs  - 
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Cattle 
excluding 
Cov/s , 

— 

< 

1 

Cows . 

Calves . 

« 

Sheep 
and 
Lambs . 

- f 

Pigs . 

Number  killed 
Janua.ry  -  June. 
July  -  December, 

499. 

298. 

176. 

n 

-L  • 

327. 

12. 

1754. 

^-23. 

2035. 
6326 . 

Totals;-  1 

797. 

177. 

339. 

2177. 

8361. 

1 

1 

_Number_inspe  cted .  __i _ Z5Qj.._ 

_„338j._ 

_2104^_ 

All  diseases  except  ; 

Tuberculosis. 

,  ,  - - 

Whole  carcases 
condemned. 

1, 

2. 

9. 

6, 

17. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was 
condemned. 

114. 

42. 

• 

50. 

336. 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis. 

14c  74. 

__24i8£ 

2.66 

2 .  66 

_4. 62_ 

Tuberculosis  only 

’■/hole  carcases 
condemned. 

2 

J  « 

• 

' 

2  • 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was 
condemned. 

32, 

25. 

0 

1 

1  244. 

Percentage  of 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis . 

1 

4.36 

1 

1 

15.81 

• 

• 

r 

i 

3.22. 

i__  ^ _ 

The  followirii?^  Tables  show  (i)  the  oinimals  killed; 
(ii)  meat  and  offals  condemned;  and  (iii)  the  percentage 
of  animals  found  to  he  affected  with  disease  during 
the  past  four  years  J- 
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(i)  ANIMADS  KILLED. 

1951. 

1952. 

1953. 

1954. 

Cattle . 

I  *" 

1,314. 

1, 672. 

1,387. 

1 

974.  i 

Calves . 

1,059. 

910. 

1, 170. 

339. 

Sheep  and  Lambs. 

1,453. 

2,477. 

2,745. 

2,177. 

Pigs . 

1,160. 

2,067. 

3,044. 

8, 361. 

Totals 

4,986. 

7,126. 

8,346. 

11,851. 

(ii)  MEAT  AND  OPPALS 

londlmned: 

lbs . 

lbs . 

lbs . 

lbs . 

Meat . 

9,1164-. 

13,5374. 

8, 6914 

-  11,586. 

Offals. 

8,255. 

9 ,  681-4 . 

8,737. 

6,191. 

Meat  and  Offals 

from  other 

Districts . 

344. 

833f. 

59. 

493i. 

Imported  Meat. 

4. 

« 

136^ 

135. 

(iii) PERCENTAGE  OP 

ANIMALS  INSPECTED 

APPECTED  NITH 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis . 

Cattle,  excluding 

1 

Cous . 

13 . 54 

23.57 

20.12 

14.7^. 

Cows . 

16.8 

16.84 

18.78 

24.  3 

Calves . 

2.27 

1.87 

**  • 

2.  66 

Sheep  and  Lambs. 

2.  55 

1.49 

1.53 

2.  66 

Pigs . 

7.5 

4.35 

0.09 

4.  62 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Cattle,  excluding 

Cows . 

7.49 

3.93 

5.25 

4.36. 

Cows . 

20 . 65 

14.97 

16.  4 

15.8 

Calves . 

0.09 

• 

• 

Pigs . 

- 

1.72 

.  ■  ■  — .1  ■■  ■■  .  ..  \ 

3.29 

2.86 

3.22. 

The  total  ’’kill"  at  the  Slaughterhouses  was  42^  higher 
than  that  of  the  previous  ye.-.ro  Since  decontrol,  there  has 
heen  a  marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  Gc.ttle  and  Calves,  and 
to  a  lesser  extent  Sheep,  but  nearly  a  treble  increase  in  the 
number  of  Pigs  passing  through  the  Slaughterhouses.  The  big 
majority  of  the  pigs  were  for  the  v/holcsale  market,  and  os  one 
slaughterhouse  concerned  with  this  market  only  came  into  use 
in  December  a  further  substantial  increase  is  likely  during 
the  coming  year.  Many  hours  outside  normal  working  hours  were 
given  to  Meat  Inspection,  but  even  so  it  v/as  only  found  possible 
to  inspect  of  the  carcases  since  decontrol.  The  appoint¬ 

ment  of  an  Additional  Inspector  should  rectify  this,  but  it 
means  that  the  local  rates  are  having  to  bear  an  undue  burden 
for  a  service  mainly  benefitting  other  districts,  and  it  does 
seem  that  some  Exchequer  grant  should  be  mode  towards  this.  It 
is  acknowledged  that  some  meat  and  other  foods  come  into  the 
District  from  other  Districts,  and  some  go  out  from  this  to 
other  Districts,  but  this  is  a  normal  interchange.  '-./here  a 
very  large  percentage  goes  out  into  other  Districts  it  does 
appear  that  there  should  be  some  relief  towards  inspection 
costs . 
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Thirteen  cattle  carcases  were  found  to  he  affected 
with  Cysticercus  Bovis,  and  were  put  into  cold  storage 
after  condemnation  of  the  affected  parts. 

The  percentages  of  animals  affected  with  disease 
compare  favourably  with  those  of  previous  years,  and  call 
for  no  special  comment. 

( b)  Imported  Meat. 

135  lbs.  of  Imported  Meat  were  condemned  owing  to 
its  very  dirty  condition. 


( c)  Tinned  and  Other  foods. 


The  followirLo;  tinned  and  other  foods  were  condemned  3- 


tins  etc. 

lbs . 

ozs . 

Fish. 

35. 

20. 

lOf . 

Bulk, 

82 . 

“**  0 

Fruit . 

115. 

160. 

8. 

Me  at . 

98. 

180. 

11. 

Bulk . 

6, 

9. 

Milk. 

19. 

16. 

5. 

33. 

( eouiv3  58 

r|  pints) 

12I. 

Vegetables . 

75. 

72. 

Miscellaneous . 

51. 

34. 

13. 

Bulk, 

48 . 

“  • 

426  tins  etc. 

( equiv3 

622  lbs. 

58f  pints). 

5i  ozs. 

It  was  decided  in  May  that  with  the  end  of  controls 
unsound  tinned  foods  should  normally  be  dealt  v/ith  direct 
as  between  Retailer  and  './holesaler ,  -.nd  consequently 
fewer  tinned  foods  were  subject  to  official  condemnation. 
This  in  no  way  prejudices  action  where  necessary  under 
Sections  9  and  10  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 


( d)  Total  Weight  of  all  foods  condemned. 

8.523  tons.  (1953  » 8.298  tons). 


( e )  Method  of  Disposal  of  Condemned  Foods. 

Meat  and  Offals  were  disposed  of  through  the  Ministry 
of  Food  Contractors  until  June  30th,  and  thereafter  sold 
to  the  Suffolk  Fat  and  Bone  Co.,  Oulton  Broad,  at  lO/- 
per  cwt.  for  carcase  beef,  and  5/-  cwt.  for  other 

material.  Tinned  and  other  Foods  were  buried  at  the 
Refuse  Tip. 


( f )  Transport  of  Meat. 

Some  improvement  has  taken  place,  particularly  in 
vehicles  operating  in  and  from  the  town,  but  those  coming 
in  from  other  Districts  are  in  the  ma,in  those  a.bout  which 
adverse  comments  have  previously  been  made. 
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( g)  Slaughterhouses . 


The  Government  Central  Slaughterhouse,  owned  by  the 
Stowmarket  Co-operative  Society,  in  Bury  Street,  continued 
in  use  until  30th  June.  In  the  uncertainty  of  conditions 
then  prevailing,  a  licence  was  issued  to  the  Society  in 
anticipation  of  their  taking  the  slaughterhouse  over,  but 
this  did  not  materialise  and  the  licence  was  withdrawn. 

Licences  v/ere  granted  to  Mr. .H.  Aldis  for  a 
slaughterhouse  at  No.  47,  Bury  Street,  and  to  Messrs  .■•■/.  A. 
Turner  Ltd.  for  one  at  the  Garden  factory,  Bond  Street,  and 
these  came  into  use  on  1st  July. 

An  application  for  a  licence  for  a  slaughterhouse  at 
the  rear  of  No.  44,  Bury  Street,  for  Messrs .’M  Hart  &  Sons 
was  refused  on  the  ground  of  its  very  close  proximity  to 
dwelling  houses. 

In  September,  Mr.  P.H. Clarke,  of  46,  Upper  Orwell 
Street,  Ipswich,  applied  for  a  licence  for  the 
Co-operative  Society’s  premises  in  Bury  Street,  he  having 
taken  over  the  remainder  of  the  lease  from  the  Ministry  of 
food.  This  v/as  refused,  but  following  his  appeal  to  the 
Magistrates  a  licence  was  granted  and  he  commenced 
operations  in  December. 

The  Sla.ughterhousGs  have  been  maintained  in  r 
generally  clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

The  hanging  facilities  at  Turner's  are  inadequate  for 
the  large  number  of  carcases  handled,  but  it  is  understood 
that  improvements  are  contemplcited . 

( h)  Slaughtermen's  Licences. 

Three  Slaughtermen's  Licences ' have  been  issued  during 
the  year. 

(i)  Milk. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Register  remained  unaltered, 
with  five  Dairy  Premises,  one  Wholesale  Distributor, and 
six  Retail  Distributors.  Three  Tuberculin  Tested  Dealer's 
licences  and  four  Pasteurised  Dealer's  Licences  were 
issued,  but  one  of  the  latter  ceased  on  1st  October,  from 
which  date  Pasteurised  Milk  was  req^uirod  to  be  put  into 
the  containers  in  which  it  is  delivered  to  the  customer 
at  the  premises  at  which  the  mnlk  is  pasteurised  and  as 
soon  as  possible  after  pasteurisation. 

( j )  Ice  Cream. 


There  are  no  premises  registered  for  the 
manufacture  of  ice  cream,  and  no  additions  were  made  to 
the  register  of  premises  for  the  storage  and  sale  of 
ice  cream. 

(k)  Pood  Premises  Generally. 

The  number  and  type  of  food  premises  remained  as  the 
previous  year,  and  visits  were  ma^de  from  time  to  time  as 
opportunity  occurred.  The  Market  Pood  stalls  were 
inspected  weekly.  As  already  mentioned.  Meat  Inspection 
duties  precluded  regular  and  system.atic  inspections,  but_ 
those  made  revealed  nothing  requiring  more  than  an  occasional 
informal  notice. 
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( 1)  I^iquid  and  Frozen  Liquid 


^_V/eekly  samples  were  taken  until  the  end  of  March 
of  Liquid  Egg  and  frozen  Liquid  Egg  from  the  Egg  Packing 
ota.tion,  and  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Ipswich,  for  exs.mination. 


WATER  SUPPLY, 


Three  ^  saiaples  each  were  taken  from  services  off  the 
Tov/n  (Station  Road)  and  the  Popla.r  Hill  supplies,  for 
bciC teriological  examination,  and  all  \7ere  reported 
"very  satisfactory". 


One  sample  taken  from  the  main  at  the  Town  (Station 
Roadj  vvaterworks  was  submitted  for  Chemical  Examination 
and  received  a,  satisfactory  report.  ’ 


v/ater  from  one  private  well  was  sampled  for 
ascertainment  of  iitrste  content,  following  the  birth  of 
a  baby _ at  the  house,  as  some  well  waters  cause  Cyanosis 
in  bcibies.  The  water  from  the  well  in  question  was 
reported  "unsafe"  and.  the  parents  were  warned  accordingly. 


^  Two  samples  v./ere  taken  from  hydrants  off  the  Town 
(btation  Road)  supply  at  the  request  of  the  '/ater 
Engineer  for  a  test  for  iron  bacteria,  and  were  rerorted 
as  "having  much  fila.matous  growth  encrusted  with 
iron-coloured  material". 


^  In  his  investigations  concerning  the  water  supplies 
the  v/ater  Engineer  discovered  an  a,mount  of  seepa-ge  through 
the  sides  Ox  Nos,  1  and  2  wells  at  the  Town  (Station  Ror.d) 
Waterv/orks,  x^ight  sa-mples  of  this  seepage  water  were 
taken  between  August  and  the  end  of  the  year  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laborator^A,  and  all  shov/ed 
signs  of  gross  pollution.  further  invos ti.-'^ations 
by^the  Engineer  disclosed  the  proximity  of  house  drains 
which  on  exposure  were  f^und  to  be  fractured.  The 
brci.int)  weie  civerted,  work  being  completed  early  in 
Januciry ,  1955,  and  samples  taken  early  in  February  showed 
marked  evidence  of  improvement.  These  wells  will 
continue  to  receive  close  attention. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 


forty-four  inspections  were  mode,  and  four  minor 
contraventions  remedied. 


fxCTORIES  AKD  './QRKSHOPS. 

Six  informa-1  notices  concerning  minor  infringements 
or  defects  were  given,  and  were  complied  with. 


RAO  FLOCK  ANP  OTHER  fILLINO  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951. 

Two  premises  are  registered  under  this  Act. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951. 

One  licence  was  renewed. 
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SMOKE  NUISANCES 


A  look-out  was  kept  for  any  excessive  smoke 
emissions  from  factories  about  v/hich  complaints  had  been 
received  in  the  past,  and  one  or  tv/o  complaints  were  aga.in 
received,  but  at  no  time  would  formal  action  have  been 
justified.  Owners  of  the  premises  concerned  were 
requested  to  keep  the  smoke  emissions  to  a  minimum,  and 
I  am  satisfied  that  this  was  done. 


CONVENIENCES  i-.T  LICENSEE  AND  PUBLIC  PREMISES, 


No  action  has  been  necessary. 

PUBLIC  CONUU^UTIENCES , 

Every  effort  is  made  to  keep  these  clean  and  fit  for 
use,  but  they  are  subject  to  considerable  misuse  and 
abuse , 


INPECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Pour  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  three  of 
Poliomyelitis  were  investigated,  and  enquiries  made' 
following  notification  of  four  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 


NL.DICAL  RES 


EAR 


,CH  COUNCIL’S  RESEARCH  INTO  POLIOMYELITIS  - 
VIROLOGICAL  INVESTIGATIONS  OP  SE\/AGE. 


These  investigations  continued,  and  six  batches  of 
swabs  from  the  sewers  were  taken  and  despatched  to  the 
Virus  Reference  Library. 

Extensive  investigations  v/ere  carried  out  follov/ing 
the  three  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  referred  to  in  the 
previous  paragraph,  and  numerous  blood  and  faeces 
specim.ens  were  collected  from  patients  and  contacts  and 
despatched  to  the  Laboratory.  These  investigations 
continued  over  a  period  of  several  raonths. 

PREVENTION  OP  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

Thirty-four  complaints  regarding  infestations  of 
rats  and  mice  were  received  and  dealt  V7ith,  and  regular 
surveys  were  carried  out.  Three  agricultural  properties 
were  found  to  be  badly  infested,  and  formal  notices 
served.  These  were  complied  with.  Tv;o  sower 
treatments  were  carried  out. 

The  number  of  treatments  and  the  ’'knov;n  kill" 
were  as  follows  ;- 

Treatments ,  "Known  Kill" 

Rats.  Mice. 


Local  Authorities' 


Premises , 

Business  and  Industrial 
Premises . 

Private  dwellinghouses , 

13. 

16. 

194. 

203. 

121. 

439. 

9 

22*. 

Totals 

223. 

763. 

22. 
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_ These  figures  are  rather  higher  than  those  of  the 
previous  year,  prohably  due  to  the  harder  winter  inducinjo: 
rats  to  come  in  and  seek  shelter  from  the  fields. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL, 

This  service  has  continued  satisfy ctorilv 
again  able  and  pie-  ^  ^  " 

manner  in  which 
their  work. 


nd  I  am 


the 


sed  to  place  on  record  the’  satisfactory 
refuse  collectors  have  carried  out 


A  further  tv/enty-one  bins  were  supplied  by  the 

U  Ringing  the  total 

issuea  to  zo i ,  Two  bins  were  provided  privately 

following  service  of  Informal  Notices. 


The  Refuse  Tip  itself  at  Bury  Road  is  in 
tidy  condition,  but  the  surrounding  ground  is 
less  so,  due  to  indiscriminate  tipoing  by  unau 
persons.  Considerable  trouble  has  been  expe 
the  result  of  unauthorised  persons  going  on  to 
sorting  over  the  rubbish,  breaking  glass,  and 
Tip.  This  is  impossible  to  prevent  v/hile  the 
easy  of  access.  Tipping  has  continued  at 

Company’s  land  in  Creating  Road. 


a  reasonably 
very  much 
thorisod 
rienced  as 
the  Tip, 
firing  the 


Tip 

the 


remains 

Timber 


SALVAGE, 


The  salvage  of  waste  paper  etc. ,  continued,  and 
resulted  in  a  yield _ of  108  tons,  3  cwts.,  which  is 
approximately  lO^fc  higher  that  that  of  the  previous  year. 
The  cash  yield^for  paper  was  £793*  13*  6d,  and  for  other 
salvaged  materials  -  bones,  scrap  metal,  rags  etc.  - 
£39«  16.  9d,  and  the  net  profit  some  £300, 


complaints. 

One  hundred  a,nd  forty  two  corn.plaints  were  received 
and  dealt  v/ith. 


NOTICES . 

Three  Statutory  Notices  and  eighty  seven  Informal 
Notices  v/ere  served  and  complied  with. 


CONCLUSION. 

The  Report  is  only  a  resume  of  the  main  activities 
during  the  year,  and  is  in  no  sense  a  complete  record. 
Numerous  house  repairs  have  been  eff ected ,  dra-ins  cleared, 
accumiUlations  removed,  enquiries  made,  interviews  and  advice 
given,  laboratory  specimens  collected  and  despatched, 
records  kept,  correspondence  dealt  with,  and  so  on  and  so 
forth.  Little  normally  comes  to  the  notice  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee,  or  the  Council,  but  the  v/ork  goes  on 
often  without  immediately  obvious  results  but  with  a  steady 
improvement  in  the  health,  living  conditions  and  working 
conditions  of  the  community. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.S. FISHER. 

Chief  Sanitar}/-  Inspector. Meat  1  Food 

Inspector  and  Salvage  Officer. 
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